Autonomy and the psychiatric patient.
The aim of this paper is to consider possible justifications for the denial of the right to refuse treatment in the case of certain kinds of psychiatric patients. The basis of this right in general is first considered: arguments based on Kantian conceptions of autonomy are rejected as confused, and preference is given to Millian arguments based on the right to make decisions about one's own life, however irrational, as long as they do not harm others. In light of this discussion, it is argued that mentally disordered people cannot be denied this right on grounds of their 'irrationality', which is anyway a vague concept with several meanings. In conclusion, it is argued that there may be a case for such a denial in those sorts of mental disorder which involve a 'disturbance of personal identity'.